
Guest Recital

Thomas Maternik-Piret, cello

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 8 p.m.

Sandra G. Powell Recital Hall
Natalie L. Haslam Music Center

We hope you enjoyed this performance. Private support from music  
enthusiasts enables us to improve educational opportunities and  

develop our student artists’ skills to their full potential.  

To learn more about how you can support the School of Music,  
contact Chris Cox, Director of Development,  

865-974-7692 or ccox@utfi.org.

UTKSOM

School of Music
117 Natalie L. Haslam Music Center 
1741 Volunteer Blvd. 
Knoxville, TN 37996
music.utk.edu 
865-974-3241



Suite for cello solo (1926) Gaspar Cassado  
  (1897-1966)

 I.  Preludio-fantasia
 II. Sardana (Danza)
	 III.Intermezzo	and	Danza	finale

Sonata for cello solo, Opus 8 (1915) Zoltan Kodaly 
  (1882-1967)
 
 I.   Allegro maestoso ma appassionato
 II. Adagio con grand’espressione
 III.Allegro Molto vivace

Biography

Thomas Maternik-Piret was born in Avignon in 1983 and spent his 
early childhood between the south of France and the Central Republic 
of Africa. He inherited his love for music from his grandfather, Gerard 
Pissinier, an accordion and bandoneon player of Gypsy descent, and 
started the cello at the age of 8. As a teenager he entered the Dijon 
Conservatory and graduated in cello and chamber music at the age 
of 17, under the teaching of Christian Wolff and the Manfred quartet.

His further studies in France took him to Paris at the E.N.M de Fresnes 
with professor Helene Dautry, where he obtained the 1st prizes in 
cello and chamber music. During his years in the capital, he appeared 
as soloist with orchestras and was a laureat of the 3rd International 
Glazunov cello competition.

In 2005, Thomas was offered a full scholarship by the Royal College of 
Music of London, in the United Kingdom, to study with cellist Jerome 
Pernoo.

During his years in Britain, Thomas was awarded the 1st prize at 
the Ealing Chamber music competition and regularly appeared on 
international festivals in Europe. He also appeared on stage with the 
Academy of St Martin in the Fields and was the founder and director 
of the Maternik Foundation, an organization dedicated to producing 
and performing concerts and operas in hospices for children  with 
terminal illnesses.

In 2015, Thomas was given the principal cello position with the Classical 
Concert Chamber Orchestra from California and after meeting his 
wife, American violinist Kimberly Zeigler, decided to immigrate to the 
States in 2017. They now live with their daugther Constance in East 
Tennessee.

Thomas currently teaches at the Blair Academy in Johnson City, 
TN, the Harper school in Lenoir, NC and at the University of North 
Alabama in Florence, AL.

  
Upcoming professional engagements include principal cello with the 
Huntsville Symphony Orchestra.


